IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARKS OFFICE 

o 



In re Application of: 

Bahram Asgharian 

Serial No: 10/007,423 

Confirmation No.: 3767 

Filed: October 22, 2001 

Examiner: NYA 

Group Art Unit: 1744 




: CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service 
with sufficient -postage as in : an 

envelope addressed to: Box Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 
20231; on this tiate: 



Date:_ 



February 20. 2002 



Name: 



Deborah A. WeiriscHenk 



Signature: 



For: 



USE OF LOW MOLECULAR WEIGHT AMINO ALCOHOLS IN OPHTHALMIC 
COMPOSITIONS 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. 81.56 AND S1.97 Oriffl 



Box Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 



Mar ~ 



IVBD 



TC 



8 



200Z 



1700 



Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicant directs the 
attention of the Examiner to the thirty-three (33) reference(s) listed on the attached Form 
PTO-1449. 

Reference ATI is a brochure of ANGUS Chemical Company identified as "TB69". 
The attached copy of the brochure bears a copyright date of 1999. However, an earlier edition 
of this brochure is referred to in U.S. Patent No. 5,422,073 at lines 23-31 of column 2. The 
'073 patent was issued on June 6, 1995, and is based on an application filed on June 17, 1993. 
It is therefore believed that an earlier version of the brochure was published at some point 
prior to June 17, 1993. 



Reference API is a European patent application corresponding to PCT Publication 
No. WO 98/20912 (i.e., Reference AOl). Both references were published after the priority 
date of the present application (i.e., December 13, 1996 and November 17, 1997), and 
therefore neither reference constitutes prior art relative to the present application under 35 
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U.S.C. § 102(a) or § 102(b). (The filing date of the PCT application corresponding to PCT 
Publication No. WO 98/20912 was November 12, 1997, but the PCT application was not 
published in the English language. Consequently, in accordance with 35 U.S.C. §102(e)(l), 
this reference is not available as a prior art reference as of the filing date of the PCT 
application.) Moreover, these references do not disclose the use of low molecular weight 
amino alcohols to enhance the antimicrobial activity of ophthalmic compositions. 

So far as the undersigned attorney can determine, there is no U.S. patent 
corresponding to References API and AOl. It is believed that U.S. Patent Application Serial 
No. 09/101,062 (filed on June 29, 1998) corresponds to these references. However, the File 
Information Unit of the USPTO has informed the undersigned attorney that Serial No. 
09/101,062 is now abandoned. 

Applicants respectfully request that the listed references be considered during 
prosecution of this application, and that the references appear among the References Cited on 
any patent issuing herefrom. 
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